
 

1 
 

MINUTES of a MEETING of ST AUSTELL BAY PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 22 
JUNE 2023 at 6.00pm in The Pattern Hall, Charlestown 
 
 
Present: Cllrs Nick Foster, Jackie Bull, Trudy Reynolds, Sandie Bailey 
 
 
In attendance: Cllr James Mustoe, CC, Julie Larter (Clerk), John Freeland (Blakesley 
Estates), 24 members of the public 
 
 
In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Bill Leach, Cllr Jackie Bull took the Chair. 
 
(23/020) Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bill Leach, Sue Leach and Chrissie Wright. 
 
 
(23/021) Minutes of the Annual Meeting the Parish Council held on 17 May 2023 
It was RESOLVED that subject to the following amendment, the minutes of the 
Annual Meeting held on 17 May be signed as a correct record of the meeting. 
(23/012) Appointments to Committees Working Parties and other organisations (v) 
History Working Party should read Cllrs Trudy Reynolds and Nick Foster together 
with Andy Trudgian and Sue Facey. 
 
 
(23/022) Matters to Note 
There were no matters to note. 
 
 
(23/023) Declarations of Interest on Items on the Agenda  
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
(23/024) Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman had no announcements to make. 
 
 
(23/025) Cornwall Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Mustoe outlined his role as a director of Duporth Community Interest Company and work 
that the CIC has been progressing on behalf of residents.  He also reported on recent 
meetings with residents and the planning officer to try to find an agreeable outcome to the 
current planning application. 
Cllr Mustoe’s full report can be found on the parish council’s website. 
 
 
(23/026) Public Participation 
The Chairman, aware that many members of the public in attendance were interested in 
planning application PA23/04387,  enquired whether any members of the public wished to 
speak on anything other than this planning application. 
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One member of the public did wish to speak on enforcement cases and enquired whether 
there was any update on current cases.  The Clerk explained that Cornwall Council’s policy 
was not to divulge information on current cases but suggested that if he had lodged the 
original complaint, then he could contact planning enforcement with the case number and 
Cornwall Council would tell him where in the process the complaint was. 
 
(23/027) Planning 
(i) PA23/04387 – Land South of Rashleigh Road, Duporth: Plot substitution and re-plan of 
Phase 4 of approval 06/02039, which increases the number of untis on the south-eastern 
portion of the site from 5 – 10 dwellings with non-compliance of Condition 2 in relation to 
Decision Notice PA16/07812 dated 02/02/2017 
John Freeland from Blakesley Estates outlined the application and apologised for the lack of 
consultation with residents, but the application had been verified by Cornwall Council much 
sooner than the company had envisaged.  He explained that the substantive application was 
for a standard house design and now that his company had purchased the site, it did not 
consider the extant design did the site justice.  
 
The Chairman invited members of the public to express their views and concerns. 
These included concerns about loss of privacy; noise; loss of light; preservation of trees; 
access to the beach path; wildlife corridor; 3 storey houses; whether there is a market for 
houses this large at the current time; lack of parking provision; damage to Rashleigh Road 
which is unadopted; design is out of keeping with the rest of the estate; concerns about 
ownership of the land; selective communication with local residents   
 
Mr Freeland addressed the points: A number of the houses on the estate are 3 storey so the 
proposal is in keeping with the area; because of the topography of the site, it will be possible 
to cut into the slope thus keeping the height the same as extant permission; the right of way 
is not being affected; there are 2 parking spaces per house and most houses will also have 
double garages; all sub soil will remain on the site; they will take into account the wildlife 
channel and make provision for bats etc; ownership of the land is with the developer and 
there will be no issues with the woodland.  Mr Freeland said that he is listening to residents’ 
concerns and apologised for not consulting neighbours. 
 
The Chairman said that when the original plans for the whole Duporth estate were being 
drawn up a working party was formed and huge progress was achieved and she suggested to 
Mr Freeland that he does the same.  Mr Freeland said that he was happy to have 1:1 contact 
with anyone with concerns about the development and he would also like to hold a public 
consultation in The Pattern Hall.  The Chairman suggested that the application should be 
withdrawn whilst discussions take place. 
 
Cllr Mustoe asked Mr Freeland to liaise with Duporth Community Interest Company.   
 
The Chairman then invited councillors to speak. 
 
Cllr Foster said that the proposed development would create 51 bedrooms, not the 31 
approved and there were only 20 parking spaces and some houses did not have garages.  He 
said that parking on the estate is a problem already and the increase in the capacity of the 
houses would exacerbate the issue further.  Cllr Foster said that the Design and Access 
Statement suggests that this is a minor alteration to the extant permission, but in his opinion 
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it is not.  Cllr Foster had concerns about the instability of the land and the incidence of 
Japanese Knotweed. 
 
Cllr Reynolds did not see how this application could be dealt with under a Section 37 
application and suggested it should be withdrawn and a full planning application submitted as 
this was a significant change to the extant permission.   
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should respond to the Planning Authority (Cornwall 
Council) stating that the parish council objects to the application for the following 
reasons: 
 

1. The parish council doesn’t believe that these plans are a “minor amendment” 
and therefore should not be dealt with by way of a s37 application 

2. The houses are too large and are out of character with the rest of the 
development. 

3. There is no need for 5 – 6 bedroomed houses in the parish.  In fact the overall 
housing need for the parish has already been met. 

4. There is insufficient parking allocated for houses of this size. 
5. The revised design is overbearing and will impact on the privacy of 

neighbouring properties by way of overlooking. 
 
The developer has indicated that he will consult with affected neighbours and the 
parish council would like the application to be withdrawn whilst these discussions 
take place. 
 
(ii) PA23/00007/NDP – Carlyon Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
It was noted that Carlyon Parish’s draft neighbourhood plan is now at the Regulation 16 
consultation stage of the process.  The parish council did not wish to submit any comments. 
 
(b) An update on the following planning applications was given 
 
(i) PA22/09849 – Former Lovering Clay Dry: Proposed demolition and redevelopment of Clay 
Dry to provide 15 dwellings and associated works without compliance with condition 2 of 
decision notice PA19/07235 dated 08/06/2020 
It was noted that a site meeting with residents had taken place on 18 May which councillors 
had found very helpful and informative and it was followed by a meeting with the planning 
officer on 26 May.  As a result, the parish council has submitted additional comments to 
Cornwall Council 
 
(ii) PA22/08067 – Seascape, Porthpean Beach Road: Proposed garage, snug, porch and store 
No update was available. 
The planning officer has asked what specifically within our neighbourhood plan Landscape 
policy the application does not comply with, and the Clerk has replied LE1 12. 
 
(c) Appeals Decisions 
The decision on the following planning appeals were noted 
(i) APP/D0840/W/22/3298052 relating to PA21/08772 – Land North East of St Levans Church 
This appeal has been dismissed by the Planning Inspector 
 
(ii) APP/D0840/W/22/3312711 relating to PA21/09839 – The Old Orchard, Ropewalk Lane 
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This appeal has been dismissed by the Planning Inspector 
 
 
(23/028) Social Media 
This agenda item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
 
(23/029) Working Parties 
History Working Party 
Cllr Reynolds reported that she is still working on the walking booklets and has contacted 2 
artists she had previously corresponded with to see if they were still interested in working on 
the project.  The Clerk reported that she is working on the planning applications now that a 
final design has been agreed and is awaiting final confirmation from Charlestown Harbour 
about the location on the interpretation sign. 
 
 
(23/030) Highways 
(i) Pavement Weedspraying 
Some councillors had reservations over whether to proceed with pavement weedspraying this 
year and asked if there were any alternative to Glyphosate.  The Clerk reported that the other 
councils have tried torching weeds or using a detergent, but these have not proved totally 
successful. It was RESOLVED only to undertake an initial spray now and to have a 
further discussion before committing to a second spray this year.   
 
(ii) Highways Concerns 
Proposed parking restrictions on Duporth Road, Charlestown Road and Church Road 
Cllr Mustoe reported that he has spoken to the Portfolio Holder again and he is in the process 
of drafting a response. 
There were no other highways concerns. 
 
 
(23/031) – Financial Matters 
(vi) The current financial position was noted and the following payments were authorised: 
 
DD BT Mobile phone £41.18  
DD BT Telephone and internet £61.21  
DD SWW Monthly water/disposal charge for public toilets £123.50  
DD Lloyds Bank Credit card £59.37   £       315.59 
DD SWW Monthly charge for water for toilets £123.50  
DD Blenheims Foundry Parc estate service charge £14.87  
BACS SLCC Clerk’s attendance at SLCC national conference £566.90  
BACS Cornwall Waste Solutions Monthly waste collection £28.48  
BACS Lyreco Toilet consumables £176.70  
BACS Biffa Annual contract for Trenarren bin £312.00 V 
DD Unity Trust Bank Quarterly bank charges £18.00  
BACS Capabilities Coronation tree for Foundry Parc £175.44  
BACS Mrs J Larter Postage 10 February – 14 June 2023 £13.13  
BACS Staff/HMRC/CPF Salaries and oncosts £2934.06   £         99.00 
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It was noted that the Clerk has transferred £15,000 from the interest account to the current 
account. 
 

(23/032) Meetings/Training Attended 
18 May – Various councillors attended a site meeting at The Nest development 
26 May – Various councillors attended a virtual meeting with the planning officer regarding 
The outstanding Nest planning application. 
 
 
(23/033) Correspondence 
A list of correspondence had been previously circulated. 

 
 

(23/034) Dates for the Diary 
11 July – Inaugural Community Area Partnership Meeting (either Cllr Bill Leach or Cllr Jackie 
Bull to attend) 
3 August – Charlestown Carnival judging – the Clerk to check councillors availability and 
confirm with the Regatta Committee 
10 – 14 July – Local Council Clerk week, aimed at raising the profile of parish clerks and 
recognizing the diverse range of work they do for their community. 
 
 
(23/035) Dates of future Parish Council Meetings 
20 July, 21 September, 19 October, 16 November, 14 December.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 7.25 pm 
 
……………………………………………………………………  …………………………………………………………………… 
Chairman       Date 
 
 
 
 


