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Section1 1 Background to the assessment

1.1 Creating the St Austell Bay Local Landscape Character Assessment

1.1.1 StAustell Bay Parish Council realise the importance of retaining and
enhancing landscape character to protect the local distinctiveness of the
area. In drafting the St Austell Bay Neighbourhood Development Plan, the
Strategic Group  were aware of the increasing pressure for new
development and the difficulties of siting development in the most
appropriate locations. It was realised that to be able to retain the distinctive
local character whilst allowing development, it would be vital to record the
elements and features  which come together to create the present landscape
character of the Parish of St Austell Bay , and unique sense of place. Once
this detail had been gathered it would then be possible to assess how new
development proposals could positively or negatively af fect the local
landscape.

1.1.2 The Strategic Group contacted Kath Statham, Landscape Architect from
Cornwall Council dés Public Open Space Team wit
Local Landscape Character Assessment. Kath met with representative s of
the Strategic Group on 10 " December 201 8 to explain how a local
landscape character assessment could provide the evidence to underpin the
policies within their Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).

1.1.3 The purpose of a Local Landscape Character Assessment (LLCA) is to
pro vide a robust evidence base describing the character of the landscape in
the St Austell Bay Parish. This assessment can also be of use in
1 defining the elements of character which give St Austell Bay its sense of

place and local distinctiveness

1 informing decisions regarding the environmental suitability of new
development in the Parish

1 celebrating what is important about the local landscape

1 identifying future development pressures

1 enable positive planning, objectively guiding the right development in
the r ight place

1 contribute to the evidence base to support policy within the
Neighbourhood Development Plan

1 help to set priorities for future land management

1 identify features and issues of key importance to local people

1.1.4 A Neighbourhood Development Plan is pre pared by the local community,
and for this reason it was important to involve members of the St Austell
Bay Parish in the preparation of the Local Landscape Character Assessment.
The Strategic Group reviewed and added local detail to the draft document.

1.1.5 The LLCA divides the Parish into 5 Landscape Types as shown in the
overview map below (a larger version can be found in Appendix 1)
In Section 3 the detail of the elements and features which come together to
make up the distinctive character of each  lands cape type are recorded, with
supportin g mapping included in Appendix 1, and photographsin  Appendix
2.
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Section2 1 Local Landscape Character Assessment

21 What is landscape character assessment?

Landscape is about the relationship between people and place, and is the
setting for our lives. The Cornish landscape is unique, stunning, diverse, and
a major economic asset which provides

1 economic value - often becoming a central factor in attracting bu siness
and tourism,

1 social and community value as an important part of people's lives,
contributing to our sense of identity and well -being, and bringing

enjoyment and inspiration
1 environmental value as a home for wildlife and a cultural record of
society' s use of the land.
Through landscape character assessment we can gain an understanding of
what elements of the character are important and have value, to help in the
decision making process.

2.1.1 The European Landscape Convention ! defines landscape as
i € . anea, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of

the action and interaction of natwural and
and is clear that all landscapes matter, not just those covered by
designation.
2.1.2 The landscape of Cornwall is very important to res idents and visitors alike.

For many years books have been written and paintings created centring on
this wonderful landscape of scenic beauty, cultural heritage and high
ecological value.

2.1.3 Landscape character assessment is a tool to help understand what th e
landscape is like today, how it has come to be like that, and how it may
change in the future. Its role is to help ensure that change and
development does not undermine whatever is characteristic or valued about
any particular landscape

2.1.4 There are many elements which come together to give us the landscape we

see and appreciate, illustrated by the Landscape Wheel 2 overleaf . The
| ands c ahysic@alsgeology and hydrology affect the soils, which are also
influenced by climate, land cover and flora and fauna . The landscape is not

static . Our human influence over time through land use, enclosure,
cultivation and development make distinct patterns which vary across
Cornwall. As well as the physical elements, how we perceive the landscape
is an important element of character. Our memories, senses and
associations are all personal to use and allow us to perceive the landscape
individually , so the landscape is far more than just what we see

1 Council of Europe (2000) European Landscape Convention, Florence, October 2000
2Natural England (2014) Approach to Landscape Character Assessment
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2.1.9 The southern area of the Parish lies within the South Coast - Central section
of the Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty recognised for its scenic quality.
Further detail can be found in the Cornwall Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty Management Plan 2016 T 2021, ( Map 2 Appendix 1)

2.1.10 Charlestown and the landscape around it is covered by the Cornwall and
West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site designation. Further
detail can be found in the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape
World Heritage Site 2013 T 2018, ( Map 2 Appendix 1)
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2.2 The St Austell Bay Local Lan dscape Character Assessment

2.2.1 This Local Landscape Character Assessment (LLCA) describes in detail the
special qualities of the landscape which are important to conserve and
enhance to retain the unique locally distinct sense of place.

2.2.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) includes policies that require
consideration of the character and special qualities of the area when making
planning decisions . It promotes use of landscape character assessments and
expects local plans to build on a strong environmental evidence base.
Landscape is a strategic planning issue on which there is a duty for local
planning authorities to co  -operate. Neighbourhood Plans provide an ideal
opportunity to identify, conserve and enhance landscape elements that
contribu te to local distinctiveness and sense of place. A Neighbourhood Plan
should contain clear and logical connections between landscape evidence
and related policies.

2.2.3 This LLCA is an evidence base for community led planning. It provides a
factual description  of the landscape character of the parish (outside the
settlements) explaining the uniqgue combinations of elements and features
which come together to create a sense of place and local distinctiveness.

2.2.4 The assessment divides the St Austell Bay NDP areaint o 5 separate
6l andscape typesd each with Thabsundavesof di st i nct
each of these landscape types has been determined by looking at changes in
topography, rather than land use and land cover. The 5 landscape types are
as follows. ( Map 1 Appendix 1 )

1 Coastal Plateau (shaded brown)

1 Coastal Hinterland  (shaded light green)
1 Coastal Valleys (shaded blue)

1 Coast and Beach (shaded yellow)

1 Headland (shaded purple )

2.2.5 The landscape character of each of these 5 landscape types was gathered
using a field assessmentrecord . Once the draftwas compiled the NDP
Strategic Group reviewed the document and added further local detail.

2.2.6 The field assessment record use s the same headings found in the supporting
descriptions for the 40 LCAs in the 2007 Landscape Character Assessment.
This way there is a clearand r obust link between the Cornwall -wide
assessment and this more detailed local assessment.

2.2.7 The landscape type descriptions record the local landscape character and
also incorporate details relat ing to landscape, historic, and natural
designations. The mapping to support t hese descriptions can be found on
Maps 1 -9 in Appendix 1.

2.2.8 A visual assessment of the character has also been carried out and
photographs are provided through the assessment and also within Appendix
2.
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St Austell Bay Local Landscape Character Assessment

Section 5 looks at how  the five settlement s in the parish fit within the
wider rural landscape and how the current pattern of housing development
and land use influencethe a r e a %egall landscape character

The landscape type descriptions record factual detail only, not whether
features and elements of the character are good or bad, appropriate or
badly designed. This way the LLCA is an objective factual document. The
detail of the more subjective aspects of the assessment, looking at what
and where the local community value and feel is important in the Parish,
comes through public consultation. Details of this can be found in Section 6.

10
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Section 3 1 The Local Landscape Character
Assessment of St Austell Bay Parish

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 Section 1 and 2 of this assessment describe how this Local Landscape

Character Assessment can create an evidence base which will contribute to
development of policies within the St Austell Bay NDP. This Section provides
the detail of the landscape character of each of the 6 landscape types.

312 These d andscape typesd are distinctly different
the same characteristics which may occur in different areas of the Parish.
By using changes in the local  topography, the following 5 Landscape Types
have been identified, and Map 1 Appendix 1 shows their boundaries

Coastal Plateau (shaded brown)
Coastal Hinterland  (shaded light green)
Coastal Valleys (shaded blue)
Coast and Beach (shad ed yellow)
Headland (shaded purple)

3.1.3 The field assessment sheets recorded details of character against headings
which are replicated from the broader Cornwall Landscape character
Assessment 2007. These headings are

1 Key Characteristics I what are the key e lements and features of the
landscape character type that make it different from other areas.

1 Topography and Drainage i what is the overall shape of the land
and a description of any water present.

1 Biodiversity i Elements of the landscape which could support
protected species, their location and how they link together

1 Land Cover and Land Use I What types of vegetation are found
across the landscape type and what is the land used for.

1 Field and Woodland Pattern T The location of trees and woodland,
and whether they are designated. The scale of the field pattern, and
type of field boundary

1 Building distribution T beyond the settlements, where are buildings
located, and how do they relate to the landscape

| Public Access: Roads and Public Rights of Way T the character of
the road network, and public rights of way , footpaths, bridleways and
byways.

1 Historic Features T designated and non -designated features of

historic importance  in the Parish

11
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Distinctive Features T elements and features both man -made and
natural which  are distinctive

Aesthetic and Sensory i the human experience of being within the
landscape type, sight, sound, smell, seasonal change.

Condition 1 the state and appearance of characteristics of the
landscape, as well as an overall assessment

Relationship to the adjacent land parcel i how each landscape
type relates to the next landscape t ype, whether there is a distinct
change or more of atrans ition from one to the next.

Views i key vantage points where the publicos
one direction, important vistas, and important visual links between
landscape features, such as church spires, burial mounds.

Development Pressure affecti ng Landscape Character i what
future development could potentially have an adverse impact on the
character of the landscape.

Landscape Management and Development Considerations i are
there beneficial land management practices which need to be

continued, or practices which could be altered to preserve or enhance

the local landscape character. Consideration also with regard to

positive planning for new development.

12
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Development Pressure affecting Landscape Character

1 Changes in agricultural practice and the traditional management of
farmland

1 Increasing field sizes involving the removal of Cornish hedges

1 Loss of interconnecting green corridors and semi natural habitat

1 Development on the western side of Porthpean Road introducing built

form onto a presently undeveloped ridge

Construction of large agricultural buildings

Accumulation of modern struct ures including overhead cables
Suburbanisation of the rural character by cutting roadside verges and
planting non-native ornamental species in a rural setting

9 Light pollution eroding the dark skies

= =4 =9

Landscape Management and Development Considerations

1 The south ern area of this landscape type | ies within the Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) reflecting the national importance
of this landscape. The primary purpose of AONB designation is to
conserve the natural beauty of the landscape. Any proposed change of
land use or development in the area must abide by relevant AONB
policies and must not negatively affec t landscape character or
biodiversity.

1 Locating development on prominent ridge or skylines, particularly
skylines with distinctive historic or cultural associations should be
avoided.

1 The nature of the Plateau area means the prominence of any
development w ill be greater and any development that impacts on the
natural beauty and character of the AONB should be avoided

1 Alterations and extensions to dwellings should have appropriate regard
to the character of the landscape, in particular to ensure that the sca le
and design does not dominate or impose on the landscape, and
respects the character of the setting

1 Ensure any new features match the local vernacular using locally
occurring materials

1 Retain the strong field pattern of Cornish hedges and the native
veg etation they support and reflect the field sizes retaining and
enhancing the field pattern

1 Consider the importance of trees to landscape character, and the
significant benefit they provide in combatting climate change and the
ecosystem services they provid e. Retain trees as a priority and where
possible look to increase the tree canopy of large species trees.

1 Consider the cumulative impact of development, where a development
when considered alongside what has already been constructed has a
greater combined impact than as an individual building. Where the
total development is greater than the sum of its parts.

1 Consider how light and sound pollution can be minimised, through
appropriate design, in new development.

1 Control the spread or introduction of invasive species

20
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separation of the historic village of Charlestown , here field sizes are  on
average approximately 1.7Ha.

As with field sizes the re is a north south variation in the field boundaries.
In the north the hedge boundaries within the more sheltered topography
support mature and semi mature tree growth and are generally over 6m

in height. These hedges often run right into the settlement. As you move
towards the south  the scale of the growth on these hedge boundaries
decreases as the exposure increases. Hedges in the southern area

contain few trees, are more closely managed by the exposure, and

farming practices and are on average up to 3m in height.

There are a number of areas of woodland in this landscape character
type which are recognised as Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats (refer to

25
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coast. Away from the South West Coast Path footpat hs and a bridle way
run over open agricultural fields.

3.3.8 Historic Features
1 The ponds to the south west of Charlestown are part of the World
Heritage Site designated area, and are part of the history of the
village supplying water to the harbour and lime kilns
1  The farm house and outbuildings a t Trevissick are Grade Il listed

3.3.9 Distinctive Features
9 Historic settlement of  Charlestown designated as a World Heritage
Site
9 Lack of development outside the settlements in the rural farmland
1 The strong tree growth in the Cornish hedges and field boundaries in

the north

1 Areas of woodland in the sheltered hollows of the undulating land
which were planted before 1900. These areas are also covered by
area Tree Preservation Orders

1 Extensive open views along the coast of St Austell Bay

9 Overhead cables

3.3.10  Condition
This area is well managed with both arable, pastoral land and a golf
course. The hedge boundaries in the southern area are managed to a
greater degree than the north, both by farming practices and the
influence of the coastal climate.
Small areas of Japanese Knotweed are associated with some highways in
the northern area around the settlements of Charlestown and Duporth.

3.3.11  Aesthetic and Sensory
In the north the extensive tree growth is a key characteristic which
serves to break up the built form and provide valuable habitat and a
more intimate character, and to also give the World Heritage Site

designation around Charlestown its setting. Here the re is great seasonal
variation in the broadleaf tree canopy.
South of Duporth the rural landscape is quiet and tranquil where the lack

of develop ment creates a feeling of being a world away from the modern
development of St Austelland its surrounding are a. Here the reduced
tree canopy creates a more exposed and open character where there are
few trees in the Cornish hedge boundaries.

Away from the settlements there is minimal light pollution.

3.3.12  Views
Extensive views are available of the coast of St Austel | Bay from rural
highways and public rights of way to Carlyon Bay to the north, Gribbin
Head to the north east. Views are more limited in the north due to the
topography and extensive tree growth. In the southern area the different
vegetation cover allows much more extensive views both north and
south.

3.3.13  Relationship to adjacent landscape character types
The adjacent landscapetype sare 6 Coast al Valdagpad B8edcdd
totheeast,and 6 Co a Platedud t o wdsth e

28
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There is no distinct change in top ography between (Coastal Pl at eau
60Coast al H wimete ¢he flatenlahd of the Coastal Plateau starts to

fall away to the east and south intothe 6 Coast al H.iTheteavill bea n d 6

an area of transition in the landscape character around the boun dary of
these character types.

The change in character is more pronounced between 6Coast al Hi
and 6Coastal Vaeabtlasmyds Bearcch6é here there
change in the topography on the boundaries, where the ground takes on

a steeper g radient.

3.3.14 Development Pressure affecting Landscape Character

3.3.15

1  Pressure for housing in agricultural land

1 Expansion of housing from Duporth and Porthpean , with demand for
housing affording sea views and access to the coast

1 Development which is out of scale and has a dominance on the
surrounding landscape, where new larger dwellings replace smaller
properties which are of a different scale and mass to the character of
the properties in the area.

1 Changes in agricultural practice and the traditional management of
farmland

1 Increasing field sizes involving the removal of Cornish hedges

T  Suburbanisation of the rural character by cutting roadside ver ges and

planting non -native ornamental species in a rural setting
Tourism access and car parking
Light pollution erodin g the dark skies

E |

Landscape Management and Development Considerations

1 All landscape management must consider the importance of the scenic
guality of the area demonstrated by the Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty designation. Any development within this ¢ oastal hinterland will
be visually prominent and must not impact on views, biodiversity or
valued landscape character

1 Ensure all management and development of land across this area
supports AONB policies to prevent any development that is out of
character or scale and negatively affects the AONB.

1 Avoid development where it is perceived as a prominent element on
the skyline.

1 All changes to land use, landscape management and development
should avoid impact on adjacent areas of Biodiversity Action Plan
priorit y habitats in particular broadleaf woodland . Consideration needs
to be given to suitable buffers to these important areas

1 Consider the cumulative impact of development, where a development
when considered alongside what has already been constructed has a
greater combined impact than as an individual building. Where the
total development is greater than the sum of its parts.

1 Ensure the use of local materials and vernacular design in any
development

1 Consider how light pollution can be minimised, through appro priate
design, in new development.

1 Protect access to and views from all footpaths and public rights of way

1 Consider the importance of trees to landscape character and the

significant benefit they provide in combatting climate change and
providing ecosystem  services.

29
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Beachod | ands c aplear ongywhere the valley meets the

eastward and south ward facing cliffs.

3.4.14 Development Pressure affecting Landscape Character

1
1

T

3.4.15
1

E

Removal of trees

Housing development which extends above the valley to the higher
ground breaking the skyline

Extensions and alterations to existing dwellings

Landscape Management and Development Considerations

The valleys south of Higher Porthpean all lie with the South Coast |
Central section of the Cornwall Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

(AONB) . All landscape management and must consider the importance
of the scenic quality of the area demonstrated by the AONB

designation. Any development within the valleys must not impact on
biodiversity, valued landscape character or views

Ensure all management and development supports AONB policies to
prevent any development that is out of character or scale and

negatively affects the AONB.

Consider the direction of the slope and nature of the setting Alterations

and extensions to dwellings should have appropriate regard to the

charact er of the existing dwelling, in particular to ensure that the scale

and design respects the character of the original dwelling and its

setting in the landscape.

Avoid the removal of woodland which is a characteristic feature of

these sheltered valleys

Encourage the management and where appropriate the extension of
broadleaf woodlands

Avoid the widening and or straightening of characteristic narrow

winding lanes, minimise damage to Cornish hedges, trees, historic

bridges, and gateposts and repair and replac e any features which are
lost.

Ensure new features integrate with  the local vernacular using locally
occurring materials

Reflect the landscape ¢ haracter and settlement pattern

Consider the importance of trees to landscape character and the

significant ben efit they provide in combatting climate change and
providing ecosystem services.
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Section4 1 Cornish Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and World Heritage Site I
4.1 Implicatio  ns for protection of landscape ¢ haracterin St Austell Bay
Parish
The Parish is protected under two designations of national significan cein

terms of conservation of landsca pe c haracter . Land around Charlestown

fall s within the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscapes World Heritage
Site (WHS) the largest WHS in the UK . The cultural significance of this
designation is deemed so exceptional that it transcends national boundaries
and is of importance to all of humanity both present and future

generations “. The UK Government protects WHS in two ways. Firstly,
individual buildings, monuments, gardens and landscapes are designated

under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Co nservation Areas) Act 1990 and
the 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, and secondly

through the UK spatial planning system under the provision of the Town

and Country Planning Act 1990.

The southern area of the parish lies within the Area  of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB). Both designations give significant protection to landscape
character. The AONB has a similar level of protection as National Parks , and
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 places a duty on all relevant

authorit ies when discharging any function affecting land within an AONB to

have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing natural beauty.

4.2 Cornish Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
4.2.1 AONB status has a key role to play in protecting landscape character within
the southern area of the parish . The AONB Management Plan states that
6Landscape is more than just the sum of its |

the combination of the physic al environment and how we experience it that

gives an area unique character. o

4.2.2 The 20 year vision of the AONB Management Plan is that
AThe status of the Cornwall AONB as a
important protected landscape, with equal status and protection to that of a
National Park, is recognised by all. The landscape characteristics that
combine to give the Cornwall AONB its natural beauty, unique identity and
sense of place are fully understood. The AONB landscape is conserved and
enhanced at every opportunity through effective partnership, achieving
environmental growth, reversing losses of natural capital, biodiversity and
heritage and improving resilience to climate change. A landscape that is
accessible and appreciated by everyone. Communit ies and businesses in
Cornwall are underpinned by a protected landscape that provides
prosperity, good health and a high quality of life. They understand the value
of the Cornwall AONB and take advantage of the opportunities it provides,
whilst reinvesting  in the landscape in order to sustain these benefits long
term. o

42017¢ Cornwall Councit Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage; Sitgplementary
Planning Document.

52

nati on:



St Austell Bay Local Landscape Character Assessment

4.2.3 The AONB Management Plan lays out a series of policies covering the entire
AONB area in Cornwall. Specific Policies are also provided to add further

detail to the overall policies for each o f the 12 local management areas.

4.2.4 Local management principles for this South Coast Central area address
many of the threats to landscape characterin St Austell Bay Parish,
including:

a. AONB Policy S CC9.01 drequire consideration of cumulative landscape
and visual impact from individual developments on local character
and tranquillity. Require all new development to respond
appropriately to the sensitivity and capacity of the landscape.

b. AONB Policy SC C9.07 @elp to support coastal management which
promotes natural processes wherever possible and support initiatives
with communities which consider the long term future of coastal

areas € as identified in the Shoreline Ma
conserve or enha nce the landscape character and natural beauty of
the AONB.

c. AONB Policy SC C9.08 ¢nsure that the conservation and
enhancement of the special qualities of the AONB is fully taken into
account in development proposal éParticul a
ensur e that no development is permitted inside or outside the AONB,
which would damage its natural beauty, character and special
qualities

d. AONB Policy SCC9. 13 &eek a reduction in landscape and visual
impacts of tourism including better integration of existing holiday
sites, visitor infrastructure, car parks and signage. Pay particular
attention to increase in scale, massing and cumulative development
in respect of local character in external works, landscaping, site
design, and layout.

53
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Cornwall and Devon World Heritage Site (WHS)

WHS status also has a key role to play in protecting landscape character
around the settlement of Charlestown . The WHS is made up of 10 areas
across Cornwall and West Devon conserving the distinctive pattern of

buildings, monumen ts, and sites which together form the coherent series of
distinctive cultural landscapes created by the industrialisation of hard rock
mining processes in the period 1700 to 1914.
conservation of the Outstanding Universal Value (O UV) for which the area
was designated. In common with the AONB the designation does not mean

that change is unwelcome, but that is heeds to be carefully managed,

where possible avoiding adverse impacts and ensuring opportunities for

positive improvement.

The OUV is expressed in the 1O0attriautes @s ,t lmmaugh
protection of the attributes should be a key consideration in the
management of the WHS, particularly in spatial planning and management

decisions. In the context of Charlestown, t he relevant attributes
transport infrastructured which covers ports
soci al infrastructurebo.

Area 8 of the WHS covers The Luxulyan Valley and Charlestown . The WHS
Management Pl an descri bes Ch axcéptopd ppivnd awsh iacnh dwa s
@nd i mportant centr e afndr alss thehes preserve¢pp or t 6
china clay and copper ore port of .its period

Charlestown was built for Charles Rashleigh , one of the three local
industrialists wh 0 each created a mineral harbour along this stretch of

coastline in St Austell Bay. It also represents a rare example of a mineral

port with its own defences as its approaches are overlooked by the

Charlestown Battery; a crene llated walled enclosure still survives. The
settlement is in the form of a ribbon th at follows Charlestown Road down to
the sea. Charlestown Iron Foundry (1825) and the site of the Charlestown

House tin smelter (1834) lie higher up the hill to the east and west of

Charlestown Road.

It is important to also consider protection of the setting of the WHS.

Identification  of the setting can include the are a within which developments
wo uld have a visual influence upon the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV)

and existing physical  assets that are linked to it, historically or spatially.

The setting of the WHS must also have protection from adverse impacts

which affect the Outstanding Universal Value and the criteria under which it
was inscribed in the World Heritage List.
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Section5 1 Edge of Settlement Assessments

5.1 Overview

5.1.1 The rural landscape which surrounds villages and hamlets makes a

significant contribution to their character and distinctiveness. It is important
to understand the contribution th e landscape setting makes to the
settlementds character in order that this cart

future. This importantly includes the edge of the settlement, as the
boundary zo ne with the landscape outside the settlement

5.1.2 The Cornwall Local Plan makes clear the need for future development to
conserve and enhance the character of Cornwall. This evidence base
records the detail of the present edge of the settlements within the pa rish
which can inform future development decisions

Policy 2 1 Spatial Strategy

Proposals should maintain and respect the special character of Cornwall,

recognising that all urban and rural landscapes, designated and

undesignated, are important by:

a. Ensuring that the design of development is high quality and
demonstrates a cultural, physical and aesthetic understanding of its
location;

b. Considering the impact of development upon the biodiversity, beauty
and diversity of landscape and seascape, charact er and setting of
settlements, wealth of natural resources, agricultural, historic and
recreational value of Cornwall;

c. ldentifying the value and sensitivity, of the character and importance of
landscapes, biodiversity and geodiversity and historic assets;

d. Protecting, conserving and enhancing the natural and historic
landscape, heritage, cultural, biodiversity and geodiversity assets of
Cornwall in recognition of their international, national and local status,
in accordance with national legislation and po licy, as amplified by the
other policies of this plan.

Policy 12 i Design

The Council is committed to achieving high quality safe, sustainable and

inclusive design in al/l devel opments. Devel oj
enduring distinctiveness and maintain and enhance its distinctive natural

and historic character. Development should demonstrate a design process

that has clearly considered the existing context, and how the development

contributes to the social, economic and environmental elements of

sustainability through fundamental design principles.

1. As part of a comprehensive place -shaping approach, proposals will be
judged against fundamental design principles of:

a. character 1 creating places with their own identity and promoting local
distinctiveness while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation.
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Being of an appropriate scale, density, layout, height and mass with a clear
understanding and response to its landscape, seascape and townscape
setting; and

b. layout T provide co ntinuity with the existing built form and respect and
work with the natural and historic environment; high quality safe private

and public spaces; and improve perceptions of safety by overlooking of
public space; and

c. movement 1 creating a network of sa  fe well connected routes which are
easy to read and navigate by the use of landmarks, spaces, views and
intersections;

Policy 23 7 Natural Environment

1. Development proposals will need to sustain local distinctiveness and

character and protectand where possible enhance Cornwall 6s nat u
environment and assets according to their international, national and local
significance.

2. Cornish Landscapes Development should be of an appropriate scale,
mass and design that recognises and respects landscape character of both
designated and un-designated landscapes.  Development must take into
account and respect the sensitivity and capacity of the landscape asset,

considering cumulative impact and the wish to maintain dark skies and

tranquillity in areas that are relatively undisturbed, using guidance from the
Cornwall Landscape Character Assessment and supported by the

descriptions of Areas of Great Landscape Value. In areas of undeveloped

coast, outside main settlements, only development requiring a coastal

location and that cannot be achieved elsewhere, will be acceptable.

5.1.3 This a ssessment looks at the local landscape character and views out from,
and back to the  current built edge of the  four villages within the Parish of St
Austell Bay , torecord how these settlements fit within the wider open
countryside. Cornwall Local Plan states that

60pen countryside is defined as the area out :
of existing settlements (where they have a clear form and shape). The Plan

seeks to ensure th  at development occurs in the most sustainable locations

in order to protect the open countryside fror

para 2.33
5.1.4 This assessment looks at the present built edge of the 5
settlements , and this boundary may not mirror the proposed

settlement edge within the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

5.1.5 The current edges of the following five settlements have been assessed:
1 Charlestown
1 Duporth
1 Higher Porthpean
1 Lower Porthpean
q Trenarrren
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http://www.cornwallinfocus.co.uk/walking/hallane.php














































